
A RETURN of any Instructions that may have been given by the Poor. 
Law Commissioners to the Assistant Commissioners in Ireland, for 
dividing Unions into Electoral Districts. 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to he Printed, 5 May 1841. 



Extract from a CIRCULAR LETTER addressed by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners to the Assistant Commissioners acting in Ireland , dated Dublin, 
11 September 183 S, and printed in the Commissioners’ Fifth Annual 
Report (1839). 



11 . r-piHE question as to the size of Unions has been much debated, some 
JL persons contending for small Unions of four or five miles radius, whilst 
others prefer the larger size of 10 miles. Without attempting to decide this 
point at present, it may be sufficient to remark, that the larger the Union the 
smaller will be the establishment charge; and the provisions introduced m the 
House of Lords, for localizing the rate upon each electoral division, having also 
removed one of the objections to large Unions chiefly insisted upon, it will now, 
perhaps, be generally considered, that so long as we take the resort to a market- 
town as our guide, we shall not be far wrong ; for the people who frequent the 
market will find no difficulty in attending at the Union workhouse, wliethei as 

guardians or applicants for relief, or for any other purpose. , 

b 12 Tallin"- the above principle as our guide, it will still be our duty to attend 
to local interests in the formation of Unions as well as, m establishing the 
electoral divisions, the boundaries of property should on all occasions be observed, 
as far as may be compatible with the general interest and convenience ; but it is 
highly important that all the Unions should be formed as compact and complete 
as possible for when the country shall have been worked up into Unions, each 
having an organized machinery and a principle of self-government, and wiffi the 
market-town as a centre or little capital, it can scarcely be doubted that they 
will be made available for other purposes, as well as for the administration of the 
Poor Law The imperfect formation of a Union, or an undue attention to local 
influence^ might probably, therefore, be productive of much future mconvem-__ 
ence, and impede the introduction of arrangements for the improvement of the 
country. 



Extract from a MINUTE of the Board l in Dublin dated 9 October 1838, 
and printed in the Commissioners Fifth Annual Report (1839). 

2. In the formation of the Unions, county or baronial boundaries need not be 
observed wherever a sufficient cause exists for departing from them , in the 
absence of any such cause, it will be desirable to adhere to old and recognized 
boundaries. The same remark applies to the property of an individual, which 
should no be separated or placet! in different Unions, except where such 
severance* is necessary for ending the compactness or 
293- 
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2 INSTRUCTIONS TO ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS IN IRELAND 



arrangement. ; and in every such case, pains should he taken to satisfy the pro- 
prietor that the course adopted is really necessary. 1 

3. Very careful consideration will in every case be required in arranging the 

electoral divisions, as well as in determining the number to be established ineach 
Union ; for although the 18 th section gives the Commissioners power to “ alter 
the electoral divisions from time to time, as they may see fit,” it will be extremely 
important so to form these divisions at the outset, as to prevent the necessity for 
subsequent alteration. J 

4. As regards the number of electoral divisions, it seems generally desirable 

that there should be as many as there are to be elected guardians, and that the 
several divisions should be, as nearly as may be, of about the same size. Cases 
will not improbably occur, however, in which it may be expedient or necessary 
to depart from this rule, either on account of the extent of individual properties 
or of some local circumstances rendering it impracticable or unadvisable to form 
all the divisions of similar dimensions, in which case the larger division may 
probably have a proportionate number of guardians assigned to it, as in the 
instance of the larger parishes in the English Unions; it will be well, however 
to deal with such cases as exceptions to the rule, and, as far as practicable to 
lorm the several electoral divisions of about the same size, each returning one 
guardian . 5 



5. In forming the town-lands into electoral divisions, difficulties will proba- 
bly be raised as to what particular town-lands shall be grouped together, some 
being heavily charged with pauperism, and others being nearly free from it. 
Landed proprietors, too, will naturally be desirous of having their land placed in' 
one division, unmixed with the land of others, especially in cases where they 
have taken pains, or incurred expense to improve their properties. It is impos- 
sible to lay down any unvarying rule applicable to such cases; but the wishes of 
proprietors, where the. lands are contiguous, should be attended to as far as cir- 
cumstances permit, without injury or inconvenience to others; and in grouping 
pauperised and unpauperised town-lands together, which will very often be 
necessary, care should be taken so to arrange the district as to make the relief 
attorned to the former as little oppressive as possible to the latter. 

6. In Dublin, Limerick, and some few of the older cities, it will probably be 
impossible to form the. electoral divisions with anything like an equalization of 
pressure, owing to entire parishes, or portions of the same, being in some in- 
stances inhabited by the poor and mendicant classes, whilst other portions are 
entirely freed from them. The Board is very sensible of the magnitude of this 
dimculty, which will, receive its best attention, with the view of endeavouring to 

!{f e A 1 • ! lat !n’ lf llot ? remed y 5 and it is much to be desired that the efforts 
or the Assistant Commissioners should be directed to the same end. 



f r t r C i R ?y L f R LEWER addressed by the Poor Law Cornmis- 
sioueis to the Assistant Commissioners acting in Ireland dated 20 th 
October 1838, and printed inthc Commissiofers’ Fifth Mnud ^ort 

12. In forming the electoral divisions attention should he paid to the conve- 
nience of nidmdual proprietors, so as not to separate their property except in 
cses where it is necessary for the public interest to do so. 1 y ' 1 



Corv of Addition made to foregoing Cinounan on 5th November 1838, and 
punted in the Commissioners’ Filth Annual Report ( 1839 ). 

9th ultiLTand^hriVthleet- 3111 T SeCti “ Q ? ° f the Board ’ 9 Minute of tlie 
tabular form, tiie Board now desires totanTfof """J aCC0 r m P a,1 7 in S the 
Commissioners that althono-l,^ f ' ■ * ‘ »x the information of the Assistant 

county boSies it i v e ’ , ^TV'^ «o not restricted to 

y ounaanes, it is yet essential, as regards ulterior duties which may 

possibly 
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FOR DIVIDING UNIONS INTO ELECTORAL DISTRICTS. 3 

possibly hereafter be devolved upon Boards of Guardians, to observe these boun- 
daries in arranging the electoral divisions, so that no divisions shall comprise 
portions of two counties. For the same reason also, the Board considers it 
desirable that baronial boundaries should be observed in forming the electoral 
divisions, whenever this can be done without causing material inconvenience or 
great inequality in the district. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
30 April 1841. 



} 



W. Stanley , 

Assistant Secretary. 
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